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CONFIDENTIAL

Re: In the Matters ofTom Weidman, Cliff Bishop, Dennis Connor and Mike McKeown
Inquiry Nos. 14-Q-1217-051, 14-Q-1217-052, 14-Q-1217-052 & 15-Q-0619-025

Dear

As you know, the Ethics Commission has conducted an investigation to determine whether
Sycamore Township Trustees and employees violated any of the Ohio Ethics Laws. Specifically, it was
alleged that the Trustees allowed the Sycamore Township Republican Club (Club), where they served as
officers, to be the alcohol vendor at the annual Sycamore Township summer festival known as "Festival
in Sycamore" and allowed the Club to retain the proceeds of those sales.

Enclosed please find a copy ofa settlement agreement entered into between Hamilton County
Special Prosecutor Michael Tranter and public officials from Sycamore Township. Because the Hamilton
County Special Prosecutor has resolved the matter, the Commission instructed staff to close these
investigations and forward a copy ofthe settlement agreement to you on June 15,2017.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at (614) 466-7090.

Sincerely,

~Ji?/???A:::£-
/Julie M. Korte/ .

Chief Investigative Attorney

Enclosure

Promoting Ethics in Public Service/or Ohio since 1974



Agreement

This Agreement is enlered into by and Among T0111 Weidman, Cliff Bishop, Dennis Conllor, Sycamore
Township Trustees; Mike McKeown. Sycamore Township Parks und Recreation Director ("Parrics"); and
Miclulel L. 'franler. Specinl Prm;ccutor l'orHamiltull County, Ollio"("Special Prosecutor") to resolve an
invt'stigation by H,m-lilton County regarding possible violatiolls of R.C. 292l.42(A) and R.C. 102.03(A)
as iT relales to the Sycamore TO\\'nship Republican Club's (STRC) involvement as a vendor at the
SycCl1l10re Township's annual "Festival in Sycamore."

As a r~sult of the Special Prosecutor's review and evaluation of the matter and infonnation provided by

counsel (or the Panics, this investigation has been concluded and prosecution declined. Pursuant to the
condusioll of the investigation, ('he Pmtic·s have agreedtJmt the following measures have been taken:

t) Tom Weidman, Cliff Bishop, Dennis Connor, und Mike McKeown have resigned from their
respective leadership positiollS and their membership in the Sycamore Township Republican Club
(STRe).

2) In the event (he STRC is selected to Dpcrate the beer booth at the Festival in Sycamore, the STRe
shall pity ror any sponsorship fee. and after payment afthe expenses of the beer booth, the STRC
shall dUllll1e HII remaining prolits li'om the beer booth sales to a local 501(e)(3) charity
recognizahle in the Sycnmorc Township community andlor 1:0 Township of Sycamore itself.

3) NOlle of file profit's from the beer booth shall benetit the STRC, Republican cnndidates, or any
parlisull cuuse with all profits being donated to a local 501(c)(3) charil)' recognizable in tlte
Sycamore: Township communil'y and/or to Township of Sycamore itself.

Thc signors lo -this Agreement represent that lhey are aware of no other investigations relating,to the
Parties as of the signing tllis Agreement.

Should the Special Prosecutol' detennine that any oft.he Palties committed a willful and knowing breach
of any material provisions of this Agrecment; tile Special Prosecutor reserves the right to reopen the
investIgation of lhi."i mattcr immcdiawly. The Parties makc a knowing.,. illtl.}lIigent, and voluntll,l')' consent
to the term~ (1rlhi~ Agrecmenl and in CKpl'eSS reliance on the advice of~Ollilsel.

This Agrccmenl sets rorlh all the terms between Tom WeldInllll, Cliff Bishop. Dennis Connor, Sycamore
r()\vll~·,hip Trustees: Mike McKeown, Sycamore Township Parks and Recreation Director (Parties) nnd
Michad L. Tran(cr, Special PI'05cclitorlhr Hamilton County, Ohio (Special Prosecutor). No lllodificaiions
or additions 10 this Agreement shull be valid unless (hey are signed in writing and signed by the Palties
and the Special Prosecutor.

ON BEHALF OF THE PARTIES:
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